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Passing Away of EAFP President, Professor Bart Rombaut 

Bart Rombaut, President of the European Association of Faculties of Pharmacy (EAFP) has passed 
away suddenly. Professor Rombaut has been active within EAFP since the foundation years of the 
Association. He served as Treasurer.  In 2009 he was elected President and re-elected in 2012.  
Bart Rombaut had a vision for the development of pharmacy education to prepare students both for 
the professional and scientific activities that are contemporary as well as for upcoming new demands 
and technologies. He was a driver for EAFP to take up a leadership role in the developments in 
pharmacy education and the profession at an international level. Bart Rombaut was successful to 
lead applications for EU-Funded Projects for EAFP and was instrumental in the projects namely 
PHARMINE, PHAR-QA and PHAR-IN. These projects are contributing to the development of pharmacy 
curricula in Europe and beyond.  
Bart Rombaut was Professor and Head of school of pharmacy at the Vrije University in Brussels 
(VUB). He was a true colleague and friend who will be sorely missed by his wife and son, EAFP 
members, colleagues at the VUB and the international pharmacy community.  
The funeral will be held on 1 February 2014 in Belgium.  

EAFP Executive Committee 
23 January 2014 
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Hommage of Prof. Dr. Yvette Michotte during the farewell ceremony in the honor of Pr. 

Dr. Bart Rombaut – on the 1st of February 2014 - Vilvoorde 

Family, friends and colleagues of Bart,  

I speak to you in the name of the Rector of the “Vrije Universiteit Brussel” Prof. Paul De Knop, the 

Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy Prof. Alain Dupont and on behalf of all my fellow 

professors, assistants, researchers, administrative and technical staff of our Pharmaceutical Institute.  

Bart, the Pharmaceutical Institute was your favourite, your apple of the eye. The last 10 years you were 

there the father, the face and the inspirer of. Already since 2005, you were president of the 

Pharmaceutical Institute and the Chairman of the Educational Board of Pharmacy.  

Since 2004, you were also the vice dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy and mainly 

responsible for student and education related matters. 

Although your academic career at our university began as a research fellow of the Fund for Scientific 

Research, the focus on your academic career shifted slowly to teaching and research on educational 

innovation, implementation of new curricula primarily for the benefit of the programs within the 

pharmacy. The other programs of the Faculty could also count on your expertise. Your interest in 

education and educational support was again evident when you took charge of the Student Guidance 

Centre of the medical campus and together with the staff, who you often called " my girls " , you have 

made it a success . 



For students in Pharmacy you were clearly the contact among the professors. You also represented our 

school of pharmacy in interuniversity consultation. Our alumni from the past 10 years will remember 

you as the director of the graduation ceremony and as the professor who spoke to the graduates and 

their parents and led everything run smoothly. Everyone noticed that you enjoyed these moments and 

that you were proud of your graduates. 

On information fairs you were always ready to provide information on the study of pharmacy for future 

students and their parents and you always managed to enthusiasm the visitors.  

You told us that you were a pharmacist in heart and soul and that you were very proud to be a 

pharmacist. You may have transferred that enthusiasm to your son Matthias who is now a student in the 

2nd year Bachelor of Pharmacy. 

At national and international level, you had many contacts with professional associations and other 

universities. You were president of the European Association of Faculties of Pharmacy and a member 

of the Royal Pharmaceutical Academy of Spain.  

Together with international colleagues you defended the profession of community pharmacist and the 

role of the community pharmacist as an essential link in primary health care in Europe. You constantly 

campaigned for better education and appreciation of the community pharmacist. Proof of this is that 

you were the coordinator of several European LLP - Erasmus Projects, among others the Pharmine 

project on Pharmacy Education in Europe . 

Within our educational board your constant concern for an excellent and innovative pharmacy 

education was obvious. You were also the coordinator of innovation projects within our educational 

programs. 

Only two weeks ago, you came to see me about a new initiative that you wanted to take, namely the 

creation of a new bachelor program in health care.  You had expressed this idea many years ago, but 

now it was time to materialize this concept. 

You also maintained good relations with the Erasmus University College Brussels and more 

specifically with their departments on the medical campus of our university. You were in favour of a 

collaboration between the two institutions and you committed yourself to this collaboration. 

Like I said, you started your career as a research fellow of the Fund for Scientific Research in 1981 

after earning your degree in pharmacy at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. You performed your doctoral 

research under the supervision of Prof. Emeritus Albert Boeye and you obtained your doctoral degree 

in Pharmaceutical Sciences in 1986 with a thesis entitled "Antigenicity and morphogenesis of 

poliovirus". In your further academic career virology remained your favourite research area and you 

remained intrigued by the poliovirus.  You have made major scientific contributions to the unraveling 

of the structure of the poliovirus and the development of vaccines and antiviral substances. Evidence of 

this are your numerous publications in this field and recognition as an expert for the World Health 

Organization. You were also a member of numerous scientific societies for virology. 

In 1991 you became a lecturer and in 2010 you became full professor at the Faculty of Medicine and 

Pharmacy of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. You were the chairman of the Department of 

Pharmaceutical Biotechnology and Molecular Biology .  

Since 2004, you were vice Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy. Since 2005 you were the 

President of the Pharmaceutical Institute. Since 2006 you were also coordinator of the inter-university 

Master in Hospital Pharmacy and between 2006 and 2010 you were visiting professor at the University 

of Nijmegen . 

Bart, your colleagues and students remain orphaned and will miss you. But your commitment to the 

Faculty, the Pharmaceutical Institute, the students, the pharmacy education and the profession will be 

guarded and cherished and be continued. This would certainly have been your wish.  

We wish Matthias, Pascale, your family and your loved ones a lot of strength and courage in this very 

difficult time. Deep in our hearts we will keep the memory of you and of all the beautiful moments 

together.  

As Gabriel Garcia Marquez said "Life is not what happened but what one remembers and how one 

remembers it."  

February 1, 2014 

Prof. Dr. Yvette Michotte  

Head of Department "Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Drug Analysis and Drug Information, 

" Pharmaceutical Institute”  

Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy  

Vice Rector for Education Policy  

Vrije Universiteit Brussel 



Condolences messages of colleagues and friends 

The death of Bart leaves us all speechless. I think of Bart's wife Pascale, whom I know for many years since we 

more or less grew up together, his son Matthias, of which he was so proud. It certainly is an enormous loss for 

EAFP. Please accept my sincere condolences to you and all the members of the executive committee. I wish you a 

lot of courage and strength in this very difficult period. 

Ruddy Verbinnen, PhD (former collaborator of Bart Rombaut), Head of Unit - General Coordinator, Universitaire 

Associatie Brussel (UAB) 

Please find a couple of pictures taken the last time I saw Bart. 

This was when Andries Koster and I visited Bart's village in order to complete the transfer of responsibility for the 

EAFP treasury. I think the pictures show Bart in his prime, fully occupied with work on behalf of pharmacy, and 

also in his home which he treasured. I hope the pictures will give some comfort.  

Karen Ulshagen, previous treasurer of EAFP 



Utrecht, 2012
















